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The riding sport The riding sport in NZin NZ

�‡In 2006 about 6000 horses were 
registered in the NZ riding sport.

�‡243 of them were Hanoverians

�‡That are just 4% Hanoverians 
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NZ NZ riding sport resultsriding sport results

NZ North Island dressage championships :

�‡ 151 horses started => 32 Hanoverians (21,2 
%) 

NZ National dressage tournament

�‡ 159 horses started => 43 Hanoverians (27 %)
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Hanoverian sport horses Hanoverian sport horses in NZin NZ
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The relationship The relationship to to the breed the breed of of the the NZHSNZHS

In 2006:

�‡143 active mares are registered in 
the studbook of the NZHS

�‡About 5 to 40 new mares are 
classified and entered in the 
studbook a year.
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ConclusionConclusion

The NZHS has a small breed in NZ.

BUT

very good results in the sport!

It�µ�V���W�L�P�H���W�R���V�W�D�U�W��breeding hanoverian 
horses in New Zealand !
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Why HanoverainsWhy Hanoverains ? ? 

�‡The most succesful breed all over the 
world.

�‡The Hanoverian studbook won the
WBFSH ranking in the last ten years.

�‡At the worldchampionships in Aachen 
2006 they were the most ssuccesful 
breed.
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Out of the history of the Hanoverian breedOut of the history of the Hanoverian breed

1735 Foundation of the State Stud Celle through Kurfürst 
Georg II of Hanover, also King of England

1888 Foundation of the �Ä�+�D�Q�Q�R�Y�H�U�V�F�K�H���6�W�X�W�E�X�F�K�J�H�V�H�O�O�V�F�K�D�I�W�³����

1922 Renaming �Ä�3�U�R�Y�L�Q�]�L�D�O�Y�H�U�E�D�Q�G���K�D�Q�Q�R�Y�H�U�V�F�K�H�U��
�:�D�U�P�E�O�X�W�]�•�F�K�W�H�U���H���9���³

1935 Renaming Verband hannoverscher Warmblutzüchter 

1949 First Verden auction conducted by Hans-Joachim Köhler
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The history of the The history of the hanoverianhanoverian breedbreed

�‡The hanoverian breed has developed in 
more than 270 years.

�‡The first 150 years in the leadership of 
the State Stud Celle.

�‡The Hanoverian Verband is existing for 
120 years as a breeding society.
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The Head offices of the Hanoverian The Head offices of the Hanoverian VerbandVerband

Until 1985 At the Chamber of Agriculture at Hanover

1985  Grounds of the  Niedersachsenhalle at Verden
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The Hanoverian Breeding AreaThe Hanoverian Breeding Area
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Basic Basic datesdates of of thethe HanoverianHanoverian Breed Breed 

Total members 15.296

Aktive members 10.194

Registered broodmares 19.493

Covered / Inseminated mares respectively 13.356

Hanoverian Breed Societies abroad

�ƒ New Zealand
�ƒ Australia
�ƒ Great Britain
�ƒ France
�ƒ USA
�ƒ Canada
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The breeding aimThe breeding aim

(1) The Hanoverian is bred as a 
breed which is particularly suitable 
for equestrian sports. We strive for 
horses which, due to their 
character, their rideability, their 
conformation, their movements, 
their jumping ability and their 
soundness are suitable as  
performance and pleasure horses.

(2) On this basis we strive for 
breeding horses with a main 
emphasis on either dressage, 
jumping or eventing.
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-0,19 - 0,11

-0,18 - -0,11

0,35 - 0,63

Genetic correlations between typeGenetic correlations between type , , dressage dressage and and 
jumpingjumping

(Hanoverian population)
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Analysis of Analysis of thethe mare mare population population in 1999in 1999

On the basis of their sires�µ��pedigrees and breeding
values respectively the mares were classified as mares 
with emphasis on dressage or jumping or as mares with 
dual talent

The result of this classification was that our mare 
population consits of:

�‡50 % dressage

�‡30 % jumping

�‡20 % dual talent

Evaluation notes were added to the output document. To get rid of these notes, please order your copy of ePrint 5.0 now.



Lecture New Zealand 2007
Verband hannoverscher Warmblutzüchter e. V.

Dr. Jochen Wilkens

Horses are graded along the following procedure :

a) breed and sex type
b) Conformation

b1) head
b2) neck
b3) saddle position
b4) frame
b5) forelegs
b6) hindlegs

c) correctness of gaits
d) impulsion and elasticity (trot)
e) canter
f)  walk
g) free-jumping
h) general impression and 

development
i)  total score

Criteria Criteria in in the judging the judging of of horseshorses
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The judging The judging of of conformationconformation

Conformation :

The aim is to breed a horse with correct and
harmonious conformation, judged by the 
following traits:
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The judging of conformationBreed Breed and sex and sex typetype

Desirable

Undesirable
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HeadHead

Desirable Undesirable
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NeckNeck

Desirable

Undesirable
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ShoulderShoulder and and saddle positionsaddle position

Desirable

Undesirable
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FrameFrame

Desirable

Undesirable
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ForelegsForelegs
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ForelegsForelegs

Desirable Undesirable
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HindlegsHindlegs
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HindlegsHindlegs

Desirable Undesirable

Evaluation notes were added to the output document. To get rid of these notes, please order your copy of ePrint 5.0 now.



Lecture New Zealand 2007
Verband hannoverscher Warmblutzüchter e. V.

Dr. Jochen Wilkens

The gaitsThe gaits

Correctness of gaits :
- viewed from the front and from behind 
- the foot path should be straight and regular 

(even)

Basic gaits : 
In a quality riding horse we do not want to see
extravagant movements caused by tenseness but
the horse�µ�V���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�Rmove which evolves from 
its natural suppleness.Dr. Dietrich Plewa, dressage judge, Grand Prix dressage rider in

DER HANNOVERAER 10/2003
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Basic gaitsThe gaitsThe gaits

Walk:
�‡rhythmical and even four beat
�‡ground covering
�‡energetic and elastic walk
�‡well balanced

Canter : The canter at free-running and free-jumping may be  
considered for the total score as an additional criterion. Both 
criteria are taken into account for grading young stallions.
�‡rhythm (three-beat), impulsion, elasticity, ground cover, balance
�‡every canter stride should be powerful push with well bent 

hindlegs
�‡clear uphill canter
�‡under centre of gravity striding hind legs

Evaluation notes were added to the output document. To get rid of these notes, please order your copy of ePrint 5.0 now.



Lecture New Zealand 2007
Verband hannoverscher Warmblutzüchter e. V.

Dr. Jochen Wilkens

Impulse and elasticity (trot ):

�‡a clear two-beated rhythm with cadence
�‡a high level of impulsion, elasticity, ground cover and  

balance
�‡active, well bending hind legs moving with thrust under 

centre of gravity
�‡clear activity of the musculature of the back (suppleness)

and the thighs
�‡uphill-moving forehand with a freely moving shoulder

The gaitsThe gaits
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FreeFree--jumpingjumping

�‡agile, full of ability and scope

�‡pronounced coolness and intelligence

�‡clear pick-up, well-developed quick legs at take-off 
(almost horizontal lower front arm over the jump)

�‡well rounded back with clear marked withers

�‡downward rounded neck and hind legs opening slightly 
(bascule)

�‡the flow and rhythm of the canter should be maintained
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RideabilityRideability

�‡a horse which, with good activity of the mouth, responds
to the aids

�‡calmly cooperates with the rider 

�‡comfortable to sit

�‡should move from active pushing hindquarters 

�‡with an elastic, swinging back in a natural balance

�‡rhythm, suppleness, contact between hand and mouth 
shall be visible
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StallionStallion Performance TestPerformance Test

�‡Stallion performance is very important for 
the selection-programm

�‡Every stallion has to pass the performance:

�‡70-day-test at a teststation

�‡11-month-test at the State Stud Celle 

�‡30-day-test together with sport-placements
as 4 years old and 5/6 years old.

�‡Five placements and the first three places
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Mare Performance TestMare Performance Test

Mare Performance test under the rider 
is made on a volontary basic . 

�‡It�µ�V���D���J�R�R�G��basic for the selection
and the mating

�‡field-test: juding gaits, rideability   
and free-jumping

�‡station-test for 21 days
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Stallion Yearbook 2007Stallion Yearbook 2007

Valuable tool for every
breeder!

Published for the first
time in 1999.

Breeding Values
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BreedingBreeding valuesvalues

Total breed value dressage/jumping

Sub-breed Stallion Mare Young horse Competition
Values performance test performance test classes

Evaluated traits Dressage: Dressage: Scores in classes Ranking
Scores for trot Scores for trot for young show- (y* = 11-�—y)
canter, walk canter, walk jumpers and young
rideability rideability dressage horses

Jumping: Jumping:
Scores for jumping Scores for free-jumping
under saddle and
for free-jumping

Data available 1.1.1986 1.1.1986 1.1.1995 1.1.1995
as of TORIS-data:

all the horses
which competed

Model of - BLUP-Animal Model -
evaluation
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Hanoverian StallionsHanoverian Stallions

BRENTANO II 

by Bolero / Grande 

becomes champion stallion 1985

Breeder: Dr. Max Schulz, 
Stellenfleth

Owner: State Stud Celle
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Breeding Breeding value estimationvalue estimation

�Ä�%�U�H�Q�W�D�Q�R���,�,�³��
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Stallion licensing 1986Stallion licensing 1986

WELTMEYER

by World Cup I/ Absatz 

becomes champion stallion 1986

Breeder: Hermann Meyer, 
Allwörden

Owner:  State Stud Celle

Hanoverian StallionsHanoverian Stallions
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Breeding Breeding value estimationvalue estimation
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WOLKENTANZ

by Weltmeyer/ Ludendorff 

becomes champion stallion 1993

Breeder: Gerd Lühr, 
Borgholzhausen

Owner: State Stud Celle

Hanoverian StallionsHanoverian Stallions
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Breeding Breeding value estimationvalue estimation
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LONDONDERRY

by Lauries Crusador xx/ Warkant 

becomes champion stallion 1997

Breeder: Klaus Hermann Ehlen, 
Bremervörde

Owner:   State Stud Celle

Hanoverian StallionsHanoverian Stallions

Evaluation notes were added to the output document. To get rid of these notes, please order your copy of ePrint 5.0 now.



Lecture New Zealand 2007
Verband hannoverscher Warmblutzüchter e. V.

Dr. Jochen Wilkens

Breeding Breeding value estimationvalue estimation
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DON FREDERICO

by Donnerhall/ Consul 

becomes champion stallion 1999

Breeder: Angelika Westhoff,        
Lüneburg

Owner: State Stud Celle

Hanoverian StallionsHanoverian Stallions
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Breeding Breeding value estimationvalue estimation
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HIS HIGHNESS

by Hohenstein/ Donnerhall 

becomes champion stallion 2002

Breeder:  ZG Struck/Landgraf, 
Peine

Owner:   Doug Leatherdale, USA

Price: 515,000 Euro

Hanoverian StallionsHanoverian Stallions

Evaluation notes were added to the output document. To get rid of these notes, please order your copy of ePrint 5.0 now.



Lecture New Zealand 2007
Verband hannoverscher Warmblutzüchter e. V.

Dr. Jochen Wilkens

DANCIER

by De Niro/Lancier 

becomes champion stallion 2004

Breeder: Ekke Thaden, Butjadingen

Owner:   State Stud Celle

Price:      300,000 Euro

Hanoverian StallionsHanoverian Stallions

Evaluation notes were added to the output document. To get rid of these notes, please order your copy of ePrint 5.0 now.



Lecture New Zealand 2007
Verband hannoverscher Warmblutzüchter e. V.

Dr. Jochen Wilkens

HOTLINE

by Hofrat/De Niro 

becomes champion stallion 2005

Breeder: Friedrich Oppermann, 
Liebenburg

Owner:   Paul Schockemöhle
and Blue Hors

Price: 800,000 Euro

Hanoverian StallionsHanoverian Stallions
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